Questions for Reflection and Discussion

Get Smart
Learning from the Fool in Proverbs

Getting Started
· Tell about something foolish that you’ve done.
· Read the verses for each of the headings below, and then answer the questions that follow.

A.
Hard-Headed  (Prov 1:7; 12:15; 15:5; 17:10; 26:11; 27:22)
· Why do you suppose it’s sometimes (usually?) hard for us to accept criticism?
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What makes it easier for you to accept criticism?

B.
Hot-Headed  (Prov 14:16; 20:3; 29:11)
· In what kinds of situations are you most likely to become hot-headed?
C.
High-Minded  (Prov 12:23; 18:2; 26:12; 30:32) 
· Why is being high-minded such a problem?  Why does it lead to foolishness?
D.
Evil-Minded  (Prov 10:23; 13:19; 14:9; )
· What kinds of “evil conduct” are sometimes tolerated among Christians?  Why do you think we tolerate things like these?
E.
Headed for Heartache  (Prov 14:3; 16:22; 18:6-7; 19:29)
· Describe a time when you experienced the consequences of a foolish decision.
F.
Hard-Hearted  (Psalm 14:1; Prov. 1:7)
· What steps can we take to avoid becoming hard-hearted?
· Consider Prov 4:23.  What does it mean to guard our hearts?  What specific steps can we take to apply this verse to our lives?
Action Steps
· How do you think God is speaking to you through these verses?  Is there any foolish behavior that you’ve been tolerating in your life?

· What steps would you like to take to more wholeheartedly follow the way of wisdom?  What is your plan for regularly reading and reflecting on God’s word in 2014?

