Questions for Reflection and Discussion

Colossians 1:9-14
Getting Started
What kinds of things do you commonly mention in your prayers?
Digging In
1. Background: Read Col 1:3-8.  Why were Paul and Timothy thankful for the Colossian Christians?
2. Read Colossians 1:9-14.  How is Paul’s deep concern for the Colossians seen in v. 9?
3. What is the heart of Paul’s prayer for them? (v. 9)  Paraphrase v. 9 (put it in your own words).
4. Why does Paul pray this?  (He names two specific goals in the first part of v. 10)
5. What does it mean to live a life worthy of the Lord?
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In the rest of v. 10 and v. 11, Paul gives 4 examples of what it looks like to live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way.  What does it mean to bear fruit in every good work?
7. How can we grow in the knowledge of God?  Give at least 3 answers.
8. How can we have endurance and patience? (v. 11)

9. What is the measure of the power that God gives us? (v. 11)

10. One mark of a person who is living to please God is thankfulness.  Is joyful thankfulness a regular part of your prayers?

11. Read Col 1:12.  In your own words, what had God done for the Colossians?

12. Read Col 1:13-14.  What does it mean that God has brought us out of the dominion of darkness and into the kingdom of the Son he loves?
Getting Personal

· Take time to thank God for what he’s done for us.  Then use Col 1:9-14 as a pattern for prayer.  Borrow phrases from Paul’s prayer as you pray for others.

