Questions for Reflection and Discussion

Colossians 3:18-21
Getting Started
What makes a happy home?
Digging In
1. Read Col 3:18-21. What is the basic exhortation given to wives?
2. Read Ephesians 5:22-24.  What is the basis for the command?  
3. What do you think it means that the husband is the head of the wife?  (Eph 5:23)

4. Read Col 3:19.  What is the basic exhortation given to husbands?

5. Why do you think Paul includes and do not be harsh with them?
6. Read Eph 5:25-33.  How are husbands to love their wives?  (vv. 25, 28, 33)  Write a brief paraphrase of each of these.

7. What does it mean for husbands to love their wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her?
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Read Col 3:20.  What exhortation is given to children?

9. What is the reason for this command?

10. What additional reasons are given in Eph 6:1-3?

11. Read Col 3:21.  What is the basic exhortation given to fathers?  Why?
12. Read Eph 6:4.  What additional information is given in this verse?  

13. What do you think it means to bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord?  (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)
Getting Personal
· It’s easy to read this passage and see how it applies to others, but avoid thinking of how it applies to ourselves.  What is God saying to you through Col 3:18-21 and Eph 5:22–6:4?
· What specific steps would you like to take to apply what you’ve learned?

· How can what we’ve learned in the first 2 ½ chapters of Colossians help us respond with hopeful willing obedience?

