Questions for Reflection and Discussion

Acts 20:25-38
A Fond Farewell
Background
· Read Ac 20:13-24.  Why was Paul going to Jerusalem?
· How do we see Paul’s perseverance in these verses?
Digging In
1. Read Ac 20: 25-31.  Why did Paul consider himself to be innocent of the blood of all men?
2. What do you think it meant to proclaim the whole will of God in Paul’s day?  What does it mean in our day?  (see also vss. 20-21)
3. Paraphrase Paul’s instructions to the elders in v. 28.
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Describe the danger foreseen by Paul.  How were the elders to prepare?
5. Read vss. 32-35.  How would God sustain them?

6. In what ways was Paul an example of a faithful shepherd?  

7. How did Paul demonstrate the love of Christ for others?

8. Read vss. 36-38.  Paraphrase Luke’s description of Paul’s departure.

Getting Personal

· What are some things in our culture that might make us reluctant to proclaim the whole will of God?  How can we resist this temptation?
· How can we personally apply Paul’s first exhortation to the elders: keep watch over yourselves? (v. 28)

· Whether or not we are elders, how do all of us have a part in contributing to the health and strength of the church?  (see 1 Thes 5:11; Eph 4:1-16)

· Looking again at vss. 32-38, what character qualities do you see in the life of Paul that you’d like God to work out in your life?
· Read vss. 17-35.  How do you feel God is speaking to you through these verses?

