Questions for Reflection and Discussion

2 Corinthians 4:16-18
This Changes Everything
Background

Read 2 Corinthians 4.  List a couple ways in which this chapter reflects a heavenly perspective.
Digging In
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Read 2 Cor 4:16-18.  Paul and his colleagues went through many trials (e.g. 2 Cor 6:3-10).  
Why did they not lose heart?
2. What does it mean to be inwardly renewed day by day?

3. How could Paul consider his present troubles to be light and momentary?
4. What does it mean to fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen?  Give some examples of things that are seen and unseen.

5. How do James and Peter teach this same perspective in James 1:2-4 and 1 Pet 1:3-9?

6. What additional insights can we gain from Colossians 3:1-4?

Getting Personal
· Proponents of physician-assisted suicide focus on the avoidance of suffering.  How does Scripture give us a redemptive understanding of the role of suffering in our lives?

· How can an eternal perspective help us endure present suffering?
· How should a recognition of God’s sovereign role as Creator and Sustainer shape our view of death?  (Ps 139:15-16)
· Based on Gen 9:6 and Exod 20:13, why is physician-assisted death  (PAD) inconsistent with Scripture?
· Summarize what you’ve learned about physician-assisted death from the Scriptures above.  How is caring for those at the end of life part of what it means to be pro-life?  

· What insights could you share with someone who is thinking about physician-assisted suicide, to help them consider a life-affirming alternative?  

