
 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 

Acts 17:1-15 
A Tale of Two Cities 

Background 
Read Ac 16:11-40.  Write a brief summary of Paul and Silas’ 
ministry in Philippi. 

Digging In 
1. Read Ac 17:1-4.  Write a paraphrase of vss. 2-3. 

2. What key words does Luke use to describe Paul’s preaching in 
these verses? 

3. What was the initial response?  What kinds of people believed? 

4. Read vss. 5-9.  Why did other Jews oppose Paul?  Explain. 

5. What did they do? 

6. What accusations did they make?  In what sense were their 
accusations true?  How were they untrue? 

7. Read vss. 10-12.  How were the Bereans 
different than the Thessalonians? 

8. What was the response in Berea?  What 
kinds of people believed? 

9. Read vss. 13-15.  What did the Jews in Thessalonica do when 
they learned that Paul was preaching the word of God in Berea? 

10. Put vss. 14-15 in your own words. 

Getting Personal 
 What can we learn from Paul and his missionary team about 

sharing the gospel? 

 What is the proper place of persuasion in evangelism? 

 How can we follow the example of the Bereans today?   

 Why is it important that we combine discernment with openness 
and humility?  Give some specific examples of what that looks 
like in practice. 

 In what specific ways are you seeking to follow the example of 
the Bereans?  What new steps is God prompting you to take? 
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