Questions for Reflection and Discussion

Acts 16:16-40
Setting Captives Free
Background
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Read Ac 16:11-15.  How did the church in Philippi get started?
Digging In
1. Read vss. 16-18.  In what ways was the slave girl in bondage?
2. Why do you think Paul commanded the spirit to leave the girl?
3. Read vss. 19-21.  What was the response of the girl’s owners?
4. What claims did they make against the apostles?  
5. What action did the magistrates take?  Describe the apostles’ situation in prison.  (vss. 22-24)
6. Read vss. 25-28. What were the apostles doing?  How do you explain their behavior?

7. How did God rescue his servants?
8. What impact did this have on the Philippian jailer and his family?  (vss. 29-34)

9. (v. 31) How would you paraphrase Paul’s answer to the question of the jailer?

10. Read vss. 35-40.  Why didn’t Paul and Silas just leave quietly?

11. Why were the magistrates alarmed?

12. Why do you think Paul made such an issue of this?  Why was an escorted release important for the infant church in Philippi? 

Getting Personal

· How many captives were set free in this passage?  Explain.
· In what ways is Christ’s power demonstrated in these verses?
· How would you like to see Christ’s power at work in your own life?
· How are you inspired, encouraged and challenged by the example of Paul and Silas?

