Questions for Reflection and Discussion

Acts 5:12-42
We Are Witnesses

Background

Read Acts 5:1-11. Write a brief summary of this passage.
Digging In
1. Read vss. 12-16. How are these verses an answer to the

9.
10.

apostles’ prayer in 4:23-307?
What was the purpose of signs and wonders in this passage?

Read vss. 17-24. How are these verses a further answer to the
apostles’ prayer in 4:23-307?

Why was the behavior of the apostles sure to provoke the anger
of the religious leaders? (cp.4:18-21)

Read vss. 25-32. How is Peter and the apostles’ defense here
similar to Peter’s defense in 4:8-12,19-207?

Read vss. 33-39. What was the response of the Sanhedrin?

What advice did Gamaliel give to the Sanhedrin? Do you think
his advice was sound? Why or why not?

Read vss. 40-42. How did the Sanhedrin
respond to Gamaliel’s advice?

How did the apostles respond to threats and persecution?

Write a paraphrase of v. 42.

Getting Personal

e In what ways can we see in Acts 5:12-42 the fulfillment of
Jesus’ promise in Acts 1:8?

e In what ways are Christians today following the example of
the apostles in Acts 5?7 In what ways do we need to grow?

e What are the most significant life lessons you've learned
from the example of the apostles in 5:12-427

e By God’s grace, how would you like to apply these lessons to
your own life?
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