Questions for Reflection and Discussion

1 Thessalonians 5:21-22
Looking for Gold

Getting Started
Have you ever panned for gold? Describe your experience.

Background
Read 1 Thes 5:19-20. Perhaps because of bad experiences with self-styled prophets, some in the
Thessalonian church were rejecting prophecy altogether. In the following verses, Paul exhorts them instead to
separate the true from the false.

Digging In
1. Read 1 Thes 5:20-21. What are the three commands in these verses?

2. With the completion of the New Testament, God most commonly communicates his will today through the
preaching and teaching of his word. How do we apply the first command to test everything? Practically
speaking, how to we do this?

3. What does it mean to hold on to the good?

4. Paul’s third command is Avoid every kind of evil. What kinds of things would be covered by this command? Do
you think Paul is just talking about unbiblical teaching, or about other things as well? Explain.

5. How can we become proficient in distinguishing between the good and every kind of evil?

Getting Personal
e In what ways are you already living out the truths in this passage?

e What has helped you grow in your ability to recognize teaching which is consistent with God’s revealed
word?

e What has helped you grow in your ability to recognize error — whether error in teaching or error in living?

e What new step would you like to take to more fully apply 1 Thes 5:21-22 to your own life?



