Questions for Reflection and Discussion

2 Peter 2:10-16
Talking Beasts
Review
Read 2 Pet 2:1-9.  Paraphrase Peter’s summary in v. 9.
Digging In
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Read 2 Peter 2:10-16.  What are the key ideas in Peter’s description of the false teachers in vss. 10-12?
2. In what way were they bold and arrogant?
3. How were they like beasts?

4. Read vss. 13-14.  How are they described in these verses?

5. How does this contrast with God’s design for his church?  (See Eph 5:25-27)

6. In your own words, what kinds of people were they able to victimize?  Explain.

7. Read vss. 15-16.  The false teachers are compared with Balaam.  For background read Numbers 22-24.
8. What is your impression of Balaam?
9. In what ways are the false teachers like Balaam?

10. How is their fate like that of the unrighteous people described in vss. 1-9?  (Compare vs. 12 with vss. 1-9, especially v. 9.)

Getting Personal

· Why were the false teachers such a threat to the church?
· You probably noticed that most of what Peter says about the false teachers has to do with their behavior more than their teaching.  How is their sinful behavior sometimes evident in the church today?
· How can we avoid being victimized by false teachers?  How can we avoid being unstable?  (See Eph 4:11-16; 6:10-18)

· Is there any area of your life where you’re being tempted to leave the straight way?  What steps are you taking to deal  decisively with sin and temptation in your life?

