Questions for Reflection and Discussion

2 Peter 1:16-18
Shaken Foundations
Getting Started
Have you ever been in an earthquake?  Describe your experience.
Digging In
1. Read 2 Pet 1:16-18.  What two claims does Peter make about the teaching of the apostles in v. 16?
2. Why do you think Peter found it necessary to defend the apostles’ teaching about Jesus’ second coming?  (see 2 Pet 3:3-4)
3. According to 2 Pet 3:10-13, why was this such an important doctrine?  What impact was it supposed to have in the life of believers?  (see also Titus 2:11-14)
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To what event in the life of Jesus was Peter referring in vss. 16-18?  (see Matt 17:1-3)
5. Read Matt 17:1-8.  Write a paraphrase of this passage.

6. How did God the Father authenticate and honor his Son?
7. How was this event a preview of Christ’s future coming?  (see Matt 24:29-30)
8. How would Peter’s recounting of this event be an important reassurance to his readers, and a defense against false teachers?
Getting Personal
· How does Peter’s teaching in 2 Pet 1:16-18 strengthen your confidence in God’s word?
· How does Jesus’ transfiguration increase your appreciation of who Christ is?  How is it a preview of “coming attractions”?
· If you’d been present at Christ’s transfiguration, how do you think you would have responded?  Why?

· How should the certainty of Jesus’ glorious second coming motivate us to pursue godliness?

· If you knew for certain that Jesus was coming back tomorrow in power an glory, is there anything in your life you would change?

