Questions for Reflection and Discussion

2 Peter 1:5
Grace-Grounded Effort

Getting Started
Have you ever been on a sailboat? How is sailing a good illustration of Spirit-empowered obedience?

Digging In

1. Read 2 Peter 1:3-7. What resources are promised to Christians in verses 3-4?

2. Why are these resources essential for obeying the exhortations that begin in v. 57

3. How do the promises in vss. 3-4 give us hope and motivation for pursuing godliness?

4. A key phrase which begins v. 5 is make every effort. How is this phrase used in Ephesians 4:3 and Hebrews
12:14?

5. Read Eph 2:8-10. How are God’s grace and our responsibility both seen in these verses?

6. Read Phil 2:12-13. How does this passage teach about God’s role and our role in Christian growth?

7. Read John 15:4-5. According to Jesus, what do we need to do to bear fruit? Put vss. 4-5 in your own words.

8. Read Titus 2:11-14. When grace really takes root in a person’s life, what are the natural results?

Getting Personal
e How do Christians sometimes use God’s grace as an excuse for sin or complacency?

e How do Christians sometimes appeal to God’s sovereignty as a means of avoiding responsibility?

e Inyour own words, what is grace-grounded effort?

e Give an example of grace-grounded effort from your own walk with the Lord.

e  Which of the following words best describes your approach to the pursuit of godliness: complacent, coasting,
confused, compromising, or committed? Explain your answer.



