
 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 

Nehemiah 1 
Learning to Fly 

Getting Started 
What’s the most unusual experience you’ve had on an airplane? 

Background 
The opening events in Nehemiah occur about 445 BC, 13 years after Ezra led the second band of exiles to 
Jerusalem. 

Digging In 
1. Read Neh 1:1-3.  What report did Hanani bring to Nehemiah? 

2. Read v. 4.  What was Nehemiah’s initial response?  What does this tell us about him? 

3. Read vss. 5-11.  With what kind of attitude does Nehemiah approach God in prayer? 

4. Jot down the key points in his prayer. 

5. In what ways is Nehemiah’s prayer like that of Ezra in Ezra 9? 

6. What evidence do you see that Nehemiah, like Ezra,  was devoted to the study of God’s word?  (Cf. Deut 4:25-31 
& Lev 26:40-42.) 

7. How does Nehemiah connect his prayer with God’s covenant with Israel?  I.e., how does he base his prayer on 
God’s promises? 

8. How does he appeal to God on the basis of Israel’s special relationship with God as his chosen people? 

9. What particular request does Nehemiah make in v. 11?  (“This man” refers to King Artaxerxes.  See ch. 2.) 

Getting Personal 
 How can we become more like Nehemiah, responding to needs with heartfelt concern and prayer? 

 How can we, like Nehemiah, ground our prayers in God’s promises?  (E.g., Matthew 6:25-33; 1 John 1:9) 

 How does his prayer illustrate the gift of repentance? 

 Take a few minutes and use Nehemiah’s prayer as a model to pray for our country and community. 


