
1 John 4:17-21 
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Complete the following sentences: 

 

• On a rainy Saturday morning, I love to … 

• One thing I love to eat is … 

• God’s love is … 



God’s love 

God’s love is his holy disposition toward all that he 
has created that compels him to express 
unconditional affection and selective correction to 
provide the highest quality of existence, both now 
and forever, for the object of his love. 

    -- Chip Ingram 



God’s love 

God’s love is an exercise of His goodness towards 
individual sinners whereby, having identified 
Himself with their welfare, He has given His Son to 
be their Saviour, and now brings them to know 
and enjoy Him in a covenant relation.  

     -- J.I. Packer 
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A. Understanding God’s Love 

1. Unconditional 
7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, 
though for a good man someone might possibly dare 
to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

    -- Romans 5:7-8 
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• The way he lived. 
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A. Understanding God’s Love 

1. Unconditional 

2. Sacrificial 

We see God’s love in Christ by: 
• The way he lived. 

o Matthew 9:36; Matt 14:14; Matt 20:34 
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A. Understanding God’s Love 

1. Unconditional 

2. Sacrificial 

We see God’s love in Christ by: 
• The way he lived. 
• What he taught. 

o Matthew 11:28-30 
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A. Understanding God’s Love 

1. Unconditional 

2. Sacrificial 

We see God’s love in Christ by: 
• The way he lived. 
• What he taught. 
• The way he died. 

o Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 5:1-2 



A. Understanding God’s Love 

1. Unconditional 

2. Sacrificial 

3. Steadfast 



A. Understanding God’s Love 

1. Unconditional 

2. Sacrificial 

3. Steadfast 

His love endures forever. 



A. Understanding God’s Love 

1. Unconditional 

2. Sacrificial 

3. Steadfast 

His love endures forever.  41 times in the Bible. 



A. Understanding God’s Love 

1. Unconditional 

2. Sacrificial 

3. Steadfast 

His love endures forever.  41 times in the Bible. 

Psalm 136:1 – Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. 
His love endures forever. 



A. Understanding God’s Love 

1. Unconditional 

2. Sacrificial 

3. Steadfast 

Psalm 136:1 

Romans 8:38-39 
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A. Understanding God’s Love 

1. Unconditional 

2. Sacrificial 

3. Steadfast 

4. Seeking 

Luke 15; Luke 19:10 – For the Son of Man came to 
seek and to save what was lost. 



A. Understanding God’s Love 

1. Unconditional 

2. Sacrificial 

3. Steadfast 

4. Seeking 

5. Sanctifying 



A. Understanding God’s Love 

1. Unconditional 

2. Sacrificial 

3. Steadfast 

4. Seeking 

5. Sanctifying 

Proverbs 3:11-12 



A. Understanding God’s Love 

1. Unconditional 

2. Sacrificial 

3. Steadfast 

4. Seeking 

5. Sanctifying 

Proverbs 3:11-12; Hebrews 12:9-11 



A. Understanding God’s Love 

 

God is committed to our holiness, not to 
our self-centered happiness. 



Which of these should characterize our love? 

1. Unconditional 

2. Sacrificial 

3. Steadfast 

4. Seeking 

5. Sanctifying 



 

The Church exists by mission 
as fire exists by burning. 

 -- Emil Brunner 
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B. Experiencing God’s Love 

Are you experiencing God’s love? 

• Have you truly accepted Christ as your personal 
Lord and Savior? 

• Are you enjoying God’s love on a daily basis? 

 Ephesians 3:14-21 
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C. Extending God’s Love 

 

• How has God shown his love for us? 

• What is the evidence that a person loves God? 



1 John 4:7-12 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love 
comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not 
love does not know God, because God is love.  
9 This is how God showed his love among us: He 
sent his one and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him.  



1 John 4:7-12 

10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has 
ever seen God; but if we love one another, God 
lives in us and his love is made complete in us.  



1 John 4:19-21 

19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone 
says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a 
liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, 
whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he 
has not seen. 21 And he has given us this 
command: Whoever loves God must also love his 
brother.  
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• How has God shown his love for us? 
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John 13:34-35 



C. Extending God’s Love 

 

• How has God shown his love for us? 

• What is the evidence that a person loves God? 

John 13:34-35 

Matthew 22:37-40 



1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not rude, it is 
not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps 
no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  



 How are you experiencing God’s love? 



 How are you experiencing God’s love? 

 How are you extending God’s love? 



7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from 
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 
God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because 
God is love.   -- 1 John 4:7-8 


